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Hospitality – open your door to all 
  
I am pretty sure that we heard the gospel many times before. 
And yet we remain living life in the same rut year in and year out. 
We get so involved in living that we forget why we are living; we get so involved in what we are 
doing that we forget why we are doing it; so involved in pursuing things which money can buy and 
forget about the things money can’t buy. 
 
Like Paul the octopus we need to find that perfect balance in unselfish service like the Good 
Samaritan, the hospitality of Martha and the tentative ear of Mary to listen, so that the life we live is 
vibrant and radical. 
 
The Gospel calls us into doing some radical living, if we are truly listening. The Gospel calls us 
right into the middle of life—true life that brings the Kingdom of God down to all of us, so that we 
all can celebrate God’s goodness and concern for us all. And it comes from reading, hearing, and 
making sincere attempts at living out today’s Gospel passage from Luke—the hospitality of Martha 
and Mary.  You and I are called to be open to doing some very radical work in the world in a simple 
gesture of hospitality. 
 
All of us have been invited into the homes of friends, and have entertained friends in our own 
homes.  Think for a moment, of going to the house or the apartment of good friends who have truly 
made you welcome. They would say to you, “Make yourself at home.”  And they truly mean it. All 
of you gather around a table or a meal of fellowship, and laugh and talk. You share old times, talk 
about what’s going on in the world today, share joys, and speak of disappointments— you connect. 
When the experience is over, we leave those friends with a great sense of richness both for them 
and ourselves. You and they have heard and experienced much. And because of our sincere 
openness we have learned much about one another. We even have a bounce to our step because we 
were able to be real with one another, and because of that we can face the world. We have had a 
radical change to life encounter. 
 
Then there are those friends who are quite fussy about all that has to be done. Every picture frame 
must be straight and the tablecloth must be just right. And while we may appreciate the care, how 
much nicer things would if they were to let go of their hang ups and just be real. 
 
Jesus visits Martha and her sister Mary. We experience right away the two different kinds of host 
mentioned in the above examples: Martha who is doing her “role” probably with a tape measure 
ensuring everything is fine. And then there is Mary- who is caught up in the happenings—no doubt 
learning something new and experiencing true joy in the process.  Martha even complains to Jesus. 
“Lord do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?” 
Poor Martha—both literally and figuratively! She is poorer having missed out on the conversation 
by being caught up in the business of task, of preparation.  
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Martha is not some kind of villain or awful person in this story. She is simply all of us in the many 
areas of our lives. Mary has chosen the better part. She has sat, listened, and heard just as we have 
done with our friends. She will never be the same again. And it certainly my prayer today that we 
can find ourselves alongside Mary in all we are doing now. 
 
Because busy-ness does not allow for us to be open and be well. It can be the fatal element in our 
lives that keeps us hung up so that we may well “miss the boat,” and miss the point of the 
preparation experience. There are times when the essentials of hospitality and thoughtfulness are 
all that matter. 
 
We watch Sunday after Sunday as those who prepare the Holy Table for the Lord’s Supper “does 
their thing.” Even before this service, much has been done to make sure that all is done well. And 
why shouldn’t it be? It is the meal that will be hosted by the Lord himself. Yet, we have all had the 
experience of being in churches where people are extremely rigid and nervous about all that goes on 
at the Holy Table. And I am always aware of this, when my team of sanctuary assistance, if I can 
call us that, becomes too aware of them making mistakes. But as I said to some of them before, that 
what we do in the sanctuary should be to the best of our ability. Just be you - God understands 
because it’s not deliberate errors. And when we approach the table of the Lord without these hang 
ups, keeping in mind the true meaning of what happens here each time we come together as 
community to celebrate this meal together.  
 
Just like the meal held at Martha’s house and the ones we attend at the houses of our friends, that 
Eucharistic meal is the ultimate opportunity to fortify ourselves. It is the genuine place. Our 
preparation and hospitality should be at it most sincere, but our hearts, minds, and spirits must be so 
open that the trappings don’t hang us up. Hospitality must reign in such a way that the stranger will 
know that he or she is welcome at the table. The stranger, along with everyone else, will know what 
it is to hear the whole story that we tell of Jesus at the Table.  
 
We are called to make the door of our home—the church—wide open to all. In the process, with all 
at the table, we will hear much and learn much. 
 
In this past week on the radio a guest speaker shared something of the good old days of neighbours- 
their rallying in nurturing each other’s children, concerns for one another, etc. Have we not heard 
this gospel before? The Kingdom will come down many times over, and we will realise that we 
have chosen the better part, and because of our hospitality we will never be the same again.  
 
Amen. 
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